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FARLEY HILL
CRICKET CLUB




Dear all,

The days are getting longer and will soon be getting warmer!  A lot has been happening behind the scenes ……

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

This my inaugural report, I thought I should give you a little background to those who haven’t got a clue who I am.

I was born in Wokingham a little while back, at the age of 13 I started to play for the Wokingham colts, and slowly progressed to the senior sides from the 3rd’s to the occasional place in the firsts ( a bit serious for me !) but mostly the 2nd’s. I stopped playing at Wokingham in 1990 when working at weekends, and starting a family became quite a burden.

I soon found cricket again in the evening midweek form, dually playing for the “Old Beans” in the Bracknell and district league, and have so ever since. I have been skipper for the past 9 seasons, and also fixture secretary for the league for the same time. This maybe, why some think I could have some qualifications for the honourable role as FHCC Chairman.

I have been a playing member at FHCC for only 6 years, a drop in the ocean compared with some.

My first official airing came a couple of weeks ago when we had our annual dinner at the Swan. Which, again was very well attended, and I believe a good time had by all. I was delighted to present Peter “Pink” Shaw, and Neil Paulley their lifetime memberships, 2 awards going to 2 people who have done immeasurable work over such a long period.

I would also like to stress that next year there will be an award or two for Sunday players, in addition to those usually won by league members.

At the dinner the new logo was on display, and I would like to thank Lennie for his efforts on the new logo, and for the work he is currently doing for the new fixture card, which I can assure you all, will be quite a piece.

As we approach the new season, I am thrilled to announce our sponsor for 2010, as the “Charvil Car Centre” and would like to thank Steve Payne for his support. Steve’s company will appear on the new club shirts, the fixture card, and he will have something resembling his company in the clubhouse.

It is likely that we will have more sponsors coming on board shortly.

Chris Garrod

Chairman

CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT

Hi All, 

Welcome to (almost) a new season. Hopefully the bodies are fully rested and ready to face the rigors and dramas that the game of cricket brings.

Looking back on 2009, we had our Awards Dinner in late January to recognize some of the individual achievements. The winners were as follows…

Batsman of the Year – Simon Longfield (459 runs @ 38.25). 

Runners Up – Ross Ditchburn (446 @ 37.17), Richard Hammond (414 @ 37.64) and Ali Jalil (388 @ 19.40)

Bowler of the Year – Trevor Clacey (39 wickets @ 15.23). 

Runners Up – John Cox (39 @ 16.62), Duncan Scott (30 @ 15.13), Peter Shaw (28 @ 21.46) and James Harvey (27 @ 18.96)

1st XI Captains Player of the Year - Duncan Scott 

Runners Up –Chris Garrod and Simon Longfield

Player’s Player of the Year – Ross Ditchburn 

Runners Up – Simon Longfield and Ali Jalil

The Fred Luker Cup – Gregory Coney for his contribution both on and off the field

So now for 2010! Unusually for Farley Hill, we enter the new year on the back of a particularly strong season where the Saturday League Side managed to win the Berkshire Cricket League Division Two.

This means that the games will be tougher this year as we journey up to Division One and face up to a younger (and no doubt faster) opposition. Here is hoping that the wily old campaigners of Farley can meet this challenge head on!

The Sunday side can also look forward to a full season of fixtures as we look to take on a number of new opposition as well as many of the usual suspects. 2009 was a success for the Sunday side – we managed to put out a full side every week, and also managed more victories than in recent seasons. As ever, the camaraderie and good humour displayed on a Sunday was evident for all to see. Here’s to the continued success of this side – both on and off the pitch.

In order to top the enjoyment and success we had in 2009 we need to ensure that we put out competitive sides week in, week out. The key to this is player numbers. So any form of player recruitment is encouraged!!! As you all know by having already played for Farley Hill, ability is no barrier to getting a game and having fun! So if anyone knows of people who may be thinking of joining a cricket team, give them the push they need to choose Farley Hill!

See you all on the cricket field come April / May!

Ross

TREASURER’S REPORT

The club had a solid season last year, with the bar showing a decent profit compared to previous years.  Many thanks to all members for paying their subscriptions last season.  It makes my job a lot easier if I do not have to chase people for money.  The club purchased a new 2nd had mower for the square to replace our old one.  We also spent some money on servicing our existing equipment to ensure all would run smoothly for the next couple of years.  We are hoping to purchase a new mobile net very soon, I am just waiting to hear from back from Wokingham Borough Council about any rates changes we may incur.  The new committee decided to find a sponsor to help pay for new equipment.  As Chris mentioned, Steve Payne’s business ‘Charvil Car Centre’ is now the club’s major sponsor for the next 2 years.  Many thanks to Steve for supporting the Farley Hill Cricket Club.  We have also sold advertising for our new fixture books, which should be printed before the Player Registration Day.  Don’t forget you need to pay a minimum of £20 when you register with the club for the new season (£10 for students and part-time members) and the balance due by 31st May.  Thank you in advance.

Potts

NEW LOGO

As briefly mentioned by the Chairman - the new committee decided that the FHCC logo needed a little work to make it more contemporary as this is what the ICC, ECB and other governing bodies are trying to do with the image of cricket.  Lennie Hedges did some work and put forward 4 different logos including the old logo.  These logos were put to vote at the club dinner where 2 logos were the most popular.  The committee then unanimously adopted the ‘Optima’ logo.  The winning logo is attached and is also now on the website.  Many thanks to Lennie for all his work.

CLUB SHIRTS AND SPONSOR

The new club cricket shirts have been ordered with the new logo and our new sponsor ‘Charvil Car Centre’.  We are hoping these will be available for purchase at the Player Registration Day and will be around £20 each.  There are still some Farley caps available to buy @ £12.50 each.

PRE-SEASON TRAINING

There are only 2 indoor training sessions left and then we start outdoor training on Tuesday Evenings.  The dates in March for the indoor sessions at Wellington College are Sunday evenings 5pm-7pm on March 7th and 28th.  It would be great to get as many people as possible for the last two sessions.  See you there!

PLAYER REGISTRATION DAY

Sunday 21st March – 10.30am-2pm - The Registration Day is for all new and current players to come up and see the ground and facilities and register with the club for the 2010 season.  The committee and team captains will be on-hand to answer any questions you may have.
WORKING BEES

Saturday 13th March & Sunday 21st March - 10:30am-1pm – At present we have 2 official working bees scheduled in March.  There is a lot to do to get the Pavilion and ground ready for the start of the season.  All members are encouraged to attend at least one working bee.  But every Sunday there are always members up at the ground working on different projects, so please come up and get involved.  An example was last Sunday the net was swept out and the broken slabs where we set up the scorers table were replaced.  There are lots of jobs still to do, the more hands the lighter work.  Many thanks!

FHCC WEBSITE

The committee would like to start showing a bit more about the history of the Club, we have included a Trophy Cabinet Section on the website showing all club and individual achievements in the BCL and also in our club.  We are hoping to include a ‘Club History’ page in the near future and also include match reports submitted by the captain after each game.

CRICKET TOUR

The cricket tour scheduled in May to the IOW has been cancelled due to a lack of interest.  Let’s try again next year!!

COMMENTS / SUGGESTIONS

Please feel free to have a chat with any committee member at any time on any issue.  We are here for you.  Thanks for your support!  

Also if anyone has any ideas for fundraising and would like to get involved then please let us know.
DATES FOR THE DIARY

Sunday 7th March – 5-7pm – Indoor Nets Practice – Venue: Wellington College
Saturday 13th March - 10:30am-1pm – 1st Official Working Bee
Sunday 21st March - 10:30am-2pm – Player Registration Day and 2nd Working Bee

Sunday 28th March – 5-7pm – Indoor Nets Practice – Venue: Wellington College

Tuesday 30th March – Outdoor nets training begins
Sunday 18th April – 1st Warm-up game - Venue: Home

Sunday 25th April – 2nd Warm-up game - Venue: Home

Saturday 1st May – 1st League Game – TBC

Sunday 27th June – Social 40 over game vs. Riseley Dads – Family Picnic

Tuesday 13th July – Social Twenty-20 vs. Riseley Dads - BBQ

