Captains Match Report

Farley Hill vs Crown Wood – 21st May 2011
 
After two losses in the first two weeks, Farley Hill looked to rebound against the recently relegated Crown Wood – albeit with a number of key batsmen missing.
 
After what seemed like an entire 2010 season of lost coin tosses, Skipper won his 3rd consecutive toss to start the season. With no real clue on what to do, panic ensued and a snap decision was made to bat and try and make first use of what looked like a good batting track.
 
Ross and Ali opened and started steadily with Ali showing the confidence of a man who had scored his first century for the club last Sunday. After seven overs of toil, Ali broke free and started finding the boundary with regular effect and the score started to mount. The score eased past 50 and, in the 17th over, had reached 71 without loss. Ross - clearly concerned that Ali was nearing his highest league score and threatening to take all the glory – then conspired to run Ali out while at the same time, making it look like Ali was responsible. 71 for 1 – Ali dismissed for 39.
 
Simon joined Ross, who briefly picked up the pace before being caught at slip for 41 – 91 for 2.
With the bowling not at its strongest, Simon decided to take the long handle by depositing one ball over deep square leg for six. He was then surprised by a straight ball and skittled for 10. Suddenly Farley were 97 for 3 with the two new batsmen on 0.
 
Trevor played out an over and then called for an early drinks break as he scurried from the field. Concern was raised from the sideline… had he done himself another injury? No… he had forgotten his box – closing the book on the Dick of the Day award for this game.
 
Play soon resumed with Trevor stroking some delightful boundaries while Duncan struggled to get the ball off the square. In fact it wasn’t until his 10th over in the middle that Duncan finally managed to get off the mark! However the partnership was blossoming and the score reached 155 in the 35th over before Trevor was caught behind for 38 and Farley had lost their 4th wicket.
 
Rich B came to the wicket – becoming the 56th Farley league player since my records began in 2003. A delightful flick over square leg got him off the mark – but he soon followed this up with a skewed shot to the boundary cover fieldsman who claimed the catch.
 
John Cox was elevated up the order to bat at 7 after his constant badgering finally broke the Skipper down. He ably supported Duncan who was now in full flow as the score mounted. However with the score at 188 in the 41st over, the customary Farley meltdown started. John swung past a straight one and was bowled for 7. Duncan sprinted past a ball – missed – and was stumped for 33, Phil was caught and bowled for 1 and Greg was dismissed for 4 leaving Farley on 197 for 9 with 10 balls still remaining.
 
Potts and Abdullah successfully handled the final deliveries – getting Farley to the final batting point – as the 45 overs ended with the score on 200 for 9.
 
Initial thoughts were that 220-230 was the ideal score so a fast start was required.
 
John Cox took the new ball and bowled a tidy first over, with Rich B coming on down hill from the other end. The first ball was a particularly wide delivery outside off stump, and the 3rd ball a quite magnificent chest high full toss to help Crown Wood get the score going. However, with the opposition Skipper not knowing where the next ball was going to end up, Rich ripped through his defences and knocked the bails off to grab an early wicket.
 
More joy followed with the first ball of John’s next over as the other opener drove at a ball – found the edge – and was smartly claimed by Phil in the gully. Crown Wood were two down and Farley were rampant.
Ravi, fresh off an unbeaten century the previous week, was now in the middle and launched a counter attack against the bowling – ensuring that Crown Wood were well ahead of the run rate.
 
With good early season form, Potts was brought on and bowled well but still struggled to keep the runs down as Crown Wood counter attacked.
Trevor was then introduced into the attack and the runs started to slowly dry up. Then, with the score on 80, Potts got one to turn back in to Ravi and catch him LBW. Farley Hill were back in it!
However the young new batsman came to the wicket and looked comfortable enough, while the Number 4 started to take charge.
 
Abdullah was introduced into the attack and settled into an early rhythm, but the batsmen were now looking to go on the offensive. Abdullah’s fourth over was blasted for three straight boundaries to raise the batsman’s half century but, with the final ball, Ali took a nice catch at point from a skewed drive. Crown Wood were 145 for 4, still requiring 56 to win – and Farley sniffed a chance.
 
Potts was immediately brought back into the attack and the settled Number 5 clipped a ball well to short midwicket – only to be taken very well over his head by Phil.
A rejuvenated Trevor then claimed an LBW, while Simon managed to grab a stumping off Potts to leave Crown Wood 7 down. A further Potts LBW soon followed and the opposition were 160 for 8 with Farley rampant.
 
Crown Wood countered with one of the batsmen striking a few boundaries to take the score up to 182.
With Potts and Trevor now bowled out – Skipper turned to Duncan and John to try and finish the job. Duncan soon uprooted the leg stump of the Number 10 and, with the final ball of his second over, caught the Number 11 in front of his stumps LBW. Crown Wood were all out for 188 and Farley had won by 12 runs – claiming a massive 35 points in the process.
 
With 42 points for the season, that gives us an average of 14.0 – good enough to move into 7th place in a quite congested table.
The two teams we lost to at the start of the season sit at 1st and 2nd so there is some hope for us yet!
Next week we play the other relegated side, Harlington – who currently sit 9th in the table.
 
 
Match Stats
 
R Ditchburn       41
A Jalil               39
S Longfield        10
D Scott             33     2-0-10-2
T Clacey           38        12-1-26-1
R Boote            5          3-0-24-1
J Cox                7     8-0-40-1
G Coney           4
P Guard            1
A Malik             1*         4-0-35-1
Potts                 2*    11-1-44-4
 
Catch – Guard (2), Jalil
Stumping – Longfield 
 
Career Milestones
 
Richard Boote became the 56th Farley Hill League Player*
Potts (11-1-44-4) claimed his best ever league figures
 
* since my stats began in 2003
