Captains Match Report

Farley Hill vs Ruislip Victoria – 7th August 2010
 

Farley went into this game with an air of confidence. Undefeated in four straight games, Farley had surged clear of relegation.
Unfortunately the weather gods had decided that August was to be wet, and the two teams arrived at the ground to be met with a consistent rain shower.
 
The two teams lingered around in the pavilion until the rains eventually eased.  A 3pm start time was agreed and, as a result, the game became a 35 over encounter.
This, combined with a very damp pitch, made the toss extremely crucial… and the Ruislip Skipper called correctly.
 
Unsurprisingly, Farley were invited to bat first so Ross and Ali were soon making their way to the wicket.
Just as quickly, both were walking back. Ali was the first to go – run out for 3 attempting a foolish single that left both players at the same end. In a team move, Ali decided that he was the one out and trudged off. This proved to perhaps be the wrong decision when Ross was then immediately snared at silly mid on, also for 3, and Farley were 9 for 2.
 
Rob Bennett, making his Farley debut, and Duncan then tried to resurrect the innings. However the sodden wicket made batting – and in particular, run scoring – a very difficult proposition indeed.
 
Rob was eventually bowled for 12, and Trevor joined Duncan as they took the score past 50 and towards respectability. 
As usual though, the drinks break was not kind to Farley. Duncan fell for 25 and was soon followed by Trevor for 24 to leave Farley in trouble. But Pete chipped in with 11 and helped take the score past 100 alongside Richard who, in an unaccustomed position at Number 7, managed to regularly find the boundary on the slowly drying outfield.
 
Phil (1), and Greg (4) fell by the wayside in the pursuit of quick runs as the overs started to run out, and when Richard was dismissed in the last over for 40 Farley Hill had managed to recover somewhat to a commendable 141 for 9 from their 35 overs.
 
A quick turnaround saw the boys out in the field within minutes in an effort to get the game completed before the gloom descended again.
While the pitch was drying out, and getting easier to bat on, there was still something for the bowlers to exploit. Trevor was at his miserly best from one end, while John Cox started to pick up wickets at the other due to the batsmen looking to get on with it.
 
Pete took a couple of early catches at point, and John Cox kept one straight enough to the RV Skipper to get him LBW early and suddenly Ruislip were in trouble.
 
After going for 13 runs from his first 3 overs, Trevor then really tightened the screws by bowling six consecutive maidens before finishing his 9 over spell.
James and Richard were then brought on and each quickly grabbed a wicket, while Greg produced an excellent throw to bring about a run out and out of nowhere Ruislip were 80 for 6 and in real trouble.
 
The two Ruislip batsmen then decided to attack the bowling and launched a solid counter attack. With Duncan unable to bowl and Trevor having completed his spell, it was left to John Cox, James and Richard to make the breakthrough. his did happen, but unfortunately it came a little too late as the 7th wicket fell with just 12 runs needed. A couple of brutal blows into the trees followed and Farley had seen the winning streak come to a soggy end.
 
As a result, Farley were pulled right back into the relegation battle with only 3 games remaining.
 
 
Match Stats
 
R Ditchburn       3
A Jalil               3
R Bennett          12
D Scott             25
T Clacey           24       9-6-13-0
P Jameson        11
R Hammond       40         6-1-30-1
G Coney           4
P Guard            1
J Harvey             4*     6-0-43-2
J Cox                2*     9-1-56-3
 
Catch –Jameson 2, Scott
Run Out - Coney






