Captains Match Report

Farley Hill vs Pinkneys Green – 24th July 2010
 

With back-to-back wins, a resurgent Farley Hill travelled to Pinkneys Green on the weekend to see if they could continue on their winning ways.
The task? To beat the team currently in 2nd place and, in doing so, try and drag ourselves out of the relegation zone.
 
With the A404 shut for roadworks, the boys were diverted through the middle of Maidenhead – creating long delays and late arrivals.
Skipper arrived 15 minutes before the start of play and immediately rushed out to the middle for the toss. The Groundsman and Opposition Captain both apologised for the pitch being somewhat underprepared as everyone nervously looked on at what was likely to be a crucial toss. Not letting the side down, Skipper called incorrectly once again – and Farley were sent in.
As it happened, with only 8 players there for the 1:30pm start, Farley would likely have had to bat anyway.
 
Ross and Ali strode out to the middle determined to see out the early overs so that the boys in the pavilion could get a better understanding of how the pitch was going to perform. However in the 3rd over, the left armed opener got a ball to run across the bat of Ross and induce a fine edge that was swallowed by the keeper. Out for 2, and Farley were 9 for 1.
 
Simon joined Ali in the middle and a period of consolidation ensued. The bowling was somewhat erratic at times, with more than a few long hops coming from one end. However the slow, loopy bounce off the track made these deliveries almost impossible to hit. Gaps were still found on a regular basis with both batsmen hitting nice boundaries and the score progressed to 29 for 1 from 10 overs before Simon drove at a slower ball and could only pick out the mid off fielder – out for 11.
 
Chris went out to bat confident that this time he would not be run out by Ross. More boundaries followed but, in general, the ball remained difficult to get away. Then, with the bowlers struggling to make a further breakthrough, Chris thought he would lend a hand.
First he drove a ball towards point and, as the fielder accidentally kicked the ball, Chris called for the single. Unfortunately the ball was kicked straight up in the air – and into the fielders hand. With both batsmen now at the other end, the fielder lobbed the ball back to the keeper and a wicket was down. After some debate it was determined that Ali was out as he had wandered slightly from the safety of his crease. He had made 19, and Farley were 48 for 3.
Determined to make up for it by batting all day, Chris soon played and missed at another short delivery. However this time, following the delivery he overbalanced / stepped out of his crease. Alert to the opportunity, the wicketkeeper quickly threw the stumps down and Chris was out stumped for 9. Certainly one of the more bizarre dismissals seen – and one for which the Dick of the Day award was instantly given from the sidelines.
 
Farley were now in trouble at 52 for 4 with two new batsmen – Trevor and Pete – at the wicket. Trevor looked immediately at ease as he stroked a couple of boundaries through the offside, but Pete had the dressing room scrambling to get everyone padded up as his back foot technique seemed to have him destined for an early demise. Trevor had a quick word between overs and then, next ball, a solid forward defence from Pete saw the pavilion applauding loudly.
Better was to follow as, the next over, Pete launched a shot high and well clear of the long on boundary for 6. This was soon followed by another boundary – this time to long off – and Farley were away.
 
With Trevor batting in his typical way the runs started to pile on. The sidelines were stunned further when he even ran a 3 (although, to be fair, he did hit it). The opposition were starting to get flustered as they had read the pitch to be worth only 130-150 runs, and Farley reached the 30 over drinks break at 112 for 4.
As is the norm for a Farley Hill side, the drinks break came at the wrong time. Disaster struck with the very first ball back as Trevor inside edged onto his stumps for 41.
 
Duncan joined Pete in the middle as Farley looked to build again and, more importantly, not suffer from the Farley collapse that has affected the team through the ages.
With Pinkneys now employing a deep set field, Duncan settled himself in well by consistently driving the ball down the ground for singles while Pete looked to punish the bowling. With the boundaries well protected, the pair still maintained an excellent run rate with four of five singles an over, and the score had progressed to 153 with 8 overs remaining before Pete was finally dismissed – bowled for 43. It was easily his highest score for Farley and a crucial effort as we tried to get the score past 170 to remain competitive.
 
Phil joined Duncan in the middle and the pair continued in the vein of the previous partnerships – taking the singles on offer down the ground and interspersing these with the odd boundary. Slower bowlers were introduced for the final overs and they proved difficult to get away – something that was encouraging to the sidelines with the Farley bowling attack we had on offer. However Phil and Duncan continued to work the gaps and run well to get the score all the way up to 198 for 6 as the 45 overs were completed. In the process Duncan also made his highest league score for Farley – 43 not out – while Phil finished unbeaten against his self-proclaimed “bunny side” on 17.
 
A fantastic tea was consumed and the boys lazily waddled out to the middle to see if 198 was as good a score as we thought it was. The next 7 overs did not go well…
Trevor spilled a very sharp return catch in the first over, followed by Pete putting down another chance off Trevor in the 3rd over. Then it was Duncan ’s turn to be frustrated as John Cox put down another at mid off before Simon spilled the 4th chance behind the stumps. Trevor’s bowling took the “lead” again as this time it was Potts who spilled the opportunity.
Five dropped catches in the first 7 overs and, as you can imagine, feelings were starting to run high…
 
However the Pinkneys batsmen kept Farley interested and shortly afterwards their young opener skied a ball to mid off where the Skipper took things into his own hands with a comfortable catch to leave the opposition at 30 for 1. As they had crossed during the wicket, the other opener faced the rest of Trevors over – until the last ball breached his defences and bowled him to leave Pinkneys 2 down.
 
Still angry at the wasted chances, Duncan then joined in the party by bowling the opposition Number 3 first ball (for the second time this season). Pinkneys were now 30 for 3 and teetering, but with their strong Number 4 batsman at the non-strikers end. There was some delay waiting for the new bat to come to the crease due to the rapid fall of wickets but, when he did, he decided instantly that every ball should be hit and hit hard. Three of four blazing boundaries ensued (amidst a sixth dropped catch – this time by the Skipper) before Duncan ’s slower delivery caught the edge and was weld held at second slip by Phil. Pinkneys were now 55 for 4.
 
The Opposition Skipper came out to bat but was limited in his movement due to a fielding injury. Duncan rattled him with a couple of short pitched balls – one coming off the helmet. However their star batsman Dhillon was starting to play some aggressive shots and the score was moving along steadily.
 
In the 17th over the Opposition Skipper requested a runner, but before that person could join the proceedings Trevor fired one down the leg side and Simon produced an superbly smart bit of glovesmanship to claim the stumping. The very next ball saw the new bat launch at aggressive drive at Trevor which he hit quite sweetly, but directly to Skipper at mid on who couldn’t get out of the way in time and had to take the catch. Incredibly Pinkneys were now 75 for 6 in just the 17th over. However the Farley boys were anything but complacent – especially the lads who were involved in the Emmbrook game from earlier in the season.
 
James was brought on to replace Duncan and had immediate success in his first over as a lifting delivery was edged and well held by Simon standing up to the wicket. 
This was the signal for Dhillon from Pinkneys to start to take matters into his own hands, and he proceeded to attack by bludgeoning James for a massive, massive six over deep midwicket.
John Cox was brought on to replace Trevor, but Pinkneys moved on to 104 for 7 when the 22 over drinks break was taken.
 
The Farley boys remained slightly nervous, knowing that Pinkneys had the runrate under control. The key was to target and attack the tailenders and try and deprive Dhillon of the strike.
However tensions were eased considerably when, with the third ball after drinks, John Cox got one to rear up off the pitch and take the edge of the Number 9’s bat. Lunging forward, Phil took a great catch at slip – mere inches from the ground.
 
John Cox then produced a magic ball first up to the new batsmen as a cracking yorker thudded into the stumps. Pinkneys Green were 9 down.
Unusually for John, he then decided to take all the glory – and the match ball – by producing an identical delivery to the Number 11 to finish the game. Incredibly he had taken his second league hattrick of the season!
 
The game had ended suddenly and Farley were victorious for the third consecutive weekend – a result that has seen us climb one place up the ladder and out of the relegation places!
It was a fantastic team effort by all, and now focus will have to be on Shinfield next weekend to see if we can continue to build on this momentum.
 
Match Stats
 
R Ditchburn       2
A Jalil               19
S Longfield         11
C Garrod           9
T Clacey           41        10-2-38-4
P Jameson        43
D Scott             43*       8-0-36-2
P Guard            17*
Potts                DNB    
J Harvey             DNB     3-0-25-1
J Cox                DNB     1.5-0-1-3
 
Catch – Ditchburn 2, Guard 2, Longfield
Stumping – Longfield
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