Captains Match Report

Farley Hill vs West Reading – 3rd July 2010
 
Half way through the season already, and the start of the second half saw us travel to top of the table West Reading who play on the excellent batting wicket at Reading University .
With the normal Skipper crocked on the sideline, Chris assumed captaincy responsibilities and immediately laid claim to the position on a permanent basis by winning the toss.
 
There was a general feeling amongst the side that the aggressive West Reading batsmen may struggle when chasing runs batting second, so Farley decided to bat first.
 
Adding to the belief that captaining the side AND successfully opening the batting is only really the domain of truly special talents, Chris was caught behind for 0 in the 2nd over. Farley were off to a bad start.
The opening bowler was benefiting from a bouncy track and opted for a short-pitched strategy with Simon, on his birthday, wearing a couple early on. However the quick bowling and fast outfield, aided by some aggressive stroke play, saw the runs come at an excellent early clip.
 
Richard had joined Simon in the middle and finally succeeded in breaking his old bat. Taking Trevor’s as a replacement he soon found the middle with a couple of spanking drives. Just as the sidelines relaxed though, a thin edge was taken behind, Richard was out for 13, and Farley were 34 for 2. That instantly became 34 for 3 as Matt played all around the first ball he received to be bowled for 0 – completing a pair against West Reading this season…
 
Trevor joined Simon in the middle and comfortably saw off the hat trick ball. With a bowling attack of medium quicks, Trevor immediately looked comfortable and, together with Simon, set after the bowling.
The angry opening bowler, with three wickets to his name, strived to finish off Farley however the batsmen had his measure. Simon clubbed his straight down the ground for a VERY large six and then 18 runs came from another over as both batsmen revelled in the pace – hitting the ball over the field for boundaries.
 
Simon soon brought up an excellent 50, and when the drinks break came at 20 overs, Farley were well above the pace at 120 runs. The only issue being the 3 key wickets that were down.
 
Soon after the resumption things started to go a little wrong…
 
Simon was bowled for an excellent 57. He and Trevor had put on 97 for the 4th wicket, but the side were now 131 for 4.
Ali joined Trevor in the middle and looked quite confident against the bowling but was then bowled – chopping on to his stumps for 6.
Pete strode to the middle but unfortunately became the second golden duck of the innings when he went back to a straight one to be caught plumb LBW.
John Cox’s constant complaining about his position in the batting order finally got the better of the Brains Trust – who asked him to get padded up to bat so that they could have a rest from the relentless stories of his batting exploits. However the quick fall of wickets saw him not quite ready and Greg was sent out into the firing line.
 
Seeing that he had to take responsibility himself, Trevor looked to further accelerate the runrate by going over the top – but succeeded only in spooning a catch to mid off. Out for 49. Farley now 141 for 7.
 
John Cox now joined Greg in the middle and the next 3 or 4 overs passed by uneventfully – the pair seeing Farley to their third batting point as the score passed 150 in the 30th over.
The innings then came to a spectacular close as Greg was caught behind for 3, followed in successive balls by Potts and James (both bowled). The West Reading bowler had a hat trick and Farley Hill were all out for 152.
 
Sensationally the side had managed FOUR golden ducks in one innings. Surely a feat (hopefully) never to be repeated.
 
The dressing room was a little down at the interval, figuring that we were almost 100 runs short. However there was still an inkling of belief that West Reading may go into meltdown if there were a couple of early wickets.
 
John Cox and James opened up the bowling with the batsmen showing a little more respect that a West Reading side would normally show. 
Soon there was hope for Farley as James skittled the opening bat for 1, and John Cox caught the edge of their best batsmen for 0 – well held by Simon behind the stumps. Pete then pulled off a stunning catch at cover to have West Reading at 15 for 3.
 
Knowing that the West Reading batting was strong all the way down the order, the Farley boys stuck gamely at their task. The new batsmen set about rebuilding the innings – despatching the few bad balls to the boundary and making the most of the quick outfield. Things settled down and the score soon motored past 50. After 12 overs, Potts was brought into the attack. After a wobbly first over he soon settled down and the batsmen found that their only avenue for runs was straight down the ground to where the boundary was being well patrolled by James.
 
With the score on 70, a false stroke was finally played and Matt took a comfortable catch at mid on from Potts’ bowling. West Reading were 4 down. Trevor was now bowling a containing line and length from one end while Potts attacked at the other. 
With the score advancing to 90, the key wicket of their Number 4 was taken by Potts – a skier very comfortably held by Chris at mid off. The batsman was out for 46 and 5 wickets were down.
 
The big hitter of West Reading was now at the wicket and regularly producing an almighty swing at the ball. More often than not he was hitting it but picking out the fieldsmen for singles as Potts continued to attack.
With the score reaching 120 the game had swung back into West Reading ’s hands when a double strike gave Farley hope. 
Potts produced a full-ish delivery to bowl the Number 7, and then Trevor joined the party with a canny piece of bowling to have the new bat caught and bowled. West Reading were now 7 down with 30 runs still to get.
 
As is usual for West Reading, the new batsman immediately looked comfortable at the crease and continued to play his shots with a couple of big drives off Trevor. However it was not over yet.
Potts bowled a loopy full toss to the established big hitter – who swung hard, missed and was bowled. Potts now had four wickets and West Reading still needed 12 runs to win with just 2 wickets remaining.
 
I would like to now say that Potts completely bamboozled the remaining batsmen and Farley Hill won a classic… but alas I can not.
A couple of lusty blows by the new batsman saw West Reading home to win by 2 wickets. Farley Hill had fought valiantly in defending a small total but had fallen just short.
Not a great result – but there was an air of positivity afterwards as he had run the league leaders close.
 
There’s always next week!
 
Dick of the Day Award? Take your pick out of any of the four first ballers!
 
 
Match Stats
 
C Garrod           0
S Longfield         57
R Hammond       13
M Salter            0
T Clacey           49        8-1-38-1
A Jalil               6
P Jameson        0
G Coney           3
J Cox               8*         9-1-19-1
Potts                0         11.5-0-50-4
J Harvey             0          7-1-28-2
 
Catches – Jameson, Longfield, Garrod, Salter, Clacey
