Captains Match Report

Farley Hill vs Stratfield Turgis – 10th July 2010
 
The marvellous summer weather continued with no sign of rain on Saturday as Farley Hill travelled the short distance to Stratfield Turgis for a battle of last seasons promoted sides.
 
The normal Skipper, back in the side after wimping out last week, was immediately back on form by losing the toss and being asked to bowl first.
With Victor lost somewhere in Berkshire on his motorbike, Farley started with 10 players. But Trevor immediately found a good line and length while, at the other end, Duncan was bowling rapidly and induced several early edges that flew just wide or short of the slip cordon. 
The new Stratfield pitch was playing very well and, with a quick outfield, boundaries were easily reached but Farley kept things relatively in check for the first 10 overs by conceding 40 runs. With our full complement of 11 players now on the field, Trevor made the first breakthrough when he took the first key wicket by bowling the opposition Skipper and the 15 over drinks interval was reached with score on 55 for 1.
 
James had replaced Duncan at the bowling crease and immediately looked at improved bowler over recent weeks, bowling with a good rhythm that meant that the batsmen had to treat him with respect. With Trevor back to his miserly best at the other end the runrate dried up for a spell, and when his spell ended after the 23rd over the score had only reach around 75. Trevor’s 12 overs, as he was quick to remind us for the rest of the day… had conceded just 16 runs.
 
Potts came on to bowl and was getting noticeable turn and bounce out of the track. However it was James who took the next wicket – removing the other openers middle stump. Farley then took the important wicket of the Stratfield Number 3 as he sliced a catch to Potts at point off James.
The opposition started to rebuild and accelerate, opting to take on the old Farley fielders with quick singles. An exhausted James was rested and Duncan came back on to bowl, but the increased pace made even defensive shots race to the boundary and the runs really started picking up. With score at 135 for 3 from 33 overs the game could easily have gone either way. The odd thought of the Ibis game (where they had rattled up 120 from the last 12 overs) entered the Skippers mind but, almost on cue, Potts then made the breakthrough by getting their Number 4 out LBW. 
 
This brought the ex-Farley man Carl Gillham to the wicket, but he soon fell victim to the aggressive running between wickets – never getting close to making his ground on a quick single after Ali managed a direct hit.
James came back on to bowl and snared his 3rd wicket on his way to completing his 11 over allocation by taking an excellent 3 for 24. Potts then managed to get another LBW as Farley kept chipping away.
However, their Number 5 batted well in the closing overs, claiming an unbeaten half century as he marshalled his side to 194 for 7 from its 45 overs. 
 
Farley had bowled and fielded well and, although there were signs of turn and the odd variable bounce, the rapid outfield suggested that the target was around 30 runs short… IF Farley could get off to a good start…
 
After a good tea, Ross and Ali strode to the middle to open the batting. The usual Farley Hill conservative opening was thrown out the window as 14 runs were scored from the first 2 overs with a couple of shot balls despatched thru the covers for early boundaries. However the first ball of the 3rd over saw Ali slash a ball wide of the gully who pulled off a sensational one-handed grab. Ali was unluckily dismissed for 1, and Farley were 14 for 1.
 
Simon joined Ross in the middle and instantly unsettled the bowling with his aggressive intent. The young opening bowler was especially rattled in the 5th over as Simon launched a straight hit clear out of the ground causing a long delay while the ball was recovered. With a few more quick boundaries, suddenly Farley were 45 for 1 from just 6 overs and things were looking positive.
 
The opening bowler was quickly removed from the attack, but the new bowler couldn’t stem the flow – this time Ross was driving down the ground for further boundaries.
Further bowling changes were enforced, and this time Stratfield had some success as Simon walked around a good delivery and was bowled for 29. Farley were 60 for 2.
 
Matt came in at Number 4 and for his first few deliveries looked ill at ease. He soon relaxed and blasted yet another ball into the hedges at long on. The opposition were finding it hard to contain the runs as the outfield continued to produce full value for shots. More and more bowling changes were made in an effort to signal a typical Farley collapse. The young opening bowler was brought back for a second spell but, first ball, was launched straight back over his head by Matt. 
 
The score raced well past 100, with Ross bringing up a chanceless half century. Looking to up the tempo even further, he then skied a return catch to the bowler but the chance was grassed – suggesting that this was to be Farley’s day. Matt hit a mammoth six to a wide long on, a brutal pull shot for 4 more, and soon added another boundary to bring up his own 50. 
However, in the next over another pull shot to the boundary rider was hit so hard that a single was unable to be completed – Matt was short of his ground and run out for 50. However Farley Hill were now 155 for 3, with 35 runs needed from another 17 overs.
 
Trevor came out to bat and instantly looked comfortable with two quick boundaries – removing any last doubts of a Farley victory. Or was it?
He was soon undone by a shooter as he looked to pull a ball that kept very low. He missed, and was bowled for 12. Farley were now 175 for 4.
 
Chris joined Ross in the middle – the two normal openers looking to steer Farley home. Suddenly the Stratfield bowling found a good length and started to look more threatening than earlier. Four or five overs were taken up as the batting took a circumspect approach, with the sideline eventually relaxing as Chris slammed a short ball through point for 4 – bringing the runs required into single figures.
In the following over, Ross launched another straight drive down the ground for 4, and four byes from the next delivery wrapped things up for Farley.
197 for 4 from just 38 overs, and a comfortable win for the boys – just our second of the season.
 
So a great team performance. Our bowling and fielding were excellent in restricting Stratfield to under 200 runs, and our batting was strong as most of the batsmen contributed to help us see off the target with time to spare.
 
With the other results this weekend, Farley remain in 9th place. However this coming weekend sees a crucial match up as we take on 10th placed Checkendon.
 
 
Match Stats
 
R Ditchburn       85*
A Jalil               1
S Longfield         29
M Salter            50
T Clacey           12        12-8-16-1
C Garrod           10*
D Scott             DNB     11-0-67-0
G Coney           DNB
V Cheung          DNB
Potts                DNB    11-1-62-2
J Harvey            DNB     11-3-24-3
 
Catch – Potts
Run Out - Jalil
