Captains Match Report

Farley Hill vs Shinfield – 31th July 2010
 

Three wins had seen Farley Hill surge out of the relegation zone, but we travelled to Shinfield knowing that we needed to keep winning in order to create a gap between ourselves and Goring.
In addition, a win would see us close right up to Shinfield themselves – dragging them into the scrap at the bottom.
 
The pitch looked slightly under-prepared, but still a great deal better than the Pinkneys wicket from the week before.
Normal game plans were thrown out the window at the toss when Skipper stunningly called correctly. Unsure what was supposed to happen now, he had to think for a while before opting to bat first.
 
For only the second time this season there was no tinkering of the opening batting combination and Ross and Ali strode to the wicket to try and see off the new ball and suss out the nature of the wicket.
Early on, the young Shinfield opening bowler opted for a series of short pitched deliveries in order to unsettle the openers. From the opposite end the other bowler was also generating good lift, all be it from a fuller length. Quickly noticing that neither opener was overly keen to pull or hook the ball, this length was maintained for the first 10 overs to great effect – keeping run scoring to a minimum.
 
Only 22 runs came from the first 9 overs. Most of these were courtesy of flying edges (or as this Writer prefers to call them – Upper Cuts) over slips and to the boundary. However the 10th over saw 10 runs scored as the bat started to hit the ball and Farley were finally off. The score eased past 50 – becoming only the second opening stand of the season to achieve this – and eventually reached 73 in the 17th over before Ali fell caught and bowled to Shinfields first change bowler for 16.
 
Simon joined Ross in the middle and, before he had scored, offered a catch to first slip that was spilled. Next ball, Ross sliced a ball to point but a difficult chance was put down. Hoping to make Shinfield pay for these misses, the pair took Farley to the 22 over drinks break with the score at 90 for 1.
 
Upon resumption, Ross brought up his half century as the pair looked to get after the new bowler. Boundaries came with great regularity but with the score on 135, a misfiled created confusion amongst the batsmen and Simon was run out for 23.
 
With more than 15 overs still remaining Farley were still in a great position. However a mini collapse ensued as Richard was bowled for 1, and Trevor followed soon after – caught for 0. Ross was then caught at cover for 81, and Farley Hill were 150 for 5.
 
With the middle order rediscovering their confidence last week, things were quickly on the improve again as Pete and Tim successfully maintained a good tempo with several boundaries in amongst the regular singles driven down the ground off the slower bowling. Pete was eventually bowled for 21, but Duncan helped keep the momentum.
 
The score passed 200 as Farley achieved maximum batting points, but wickets started to fall regularly during the final five overs in the effort to keep the runs flowing. Tim was bowled for an excellent 28, James contributed a quick 11-run cameo, and Potts was dismissed for 4 (his one scoring shot being a majestic cover drive). Duncan held firm at the other end and was joined by John Cox as the score reached 227 in the final over before John was well caught at gully from a shot that “deserved four”.
 
227 seemed a good score on a wicket that had played slightly better than expected but was nothing special. 
 
Duncan and Trevor opened up the bowling as normal but Duncan soon developed an elbow injury that brought his spell to an early end – but not before he had rapped the opener hard on the gloves forcing him to retire hurt. At the other end Trevor complained that he was bowling from the wrong end, and then magically found his line and length and grabbed four quick wickets – three bowled and one caught by Simon at slip.
 
John Cox came on to replace Duncan and was at his miserly best from the get go, claiming the fifth wicket himself. However the new partnership proved resilient as they saw Shinfield through to the 22 over drinks break with no further loss.
 
Trevor’s excellent spell came to an end, and Potts replaced him. The fluent batsman who was liking anything with pace on it seemed out of sorts against the spin and flight now on offer and started to give half chances – none of which were claimed. Meanwhile, at the other end, James had come on to replace John Cox but was struggling to find a consistent length. The issue here was that the leg side boundary was quite short, and the Shinfield Number 7 liked to pull. Several balls disappeared into the tennis courts as Farley started to get nervous. All of a sudden, with 10 overs remaining, Farley still required 5 wickets and Shinfield needed 90 runs.
 
While Potts bowled well from one end, John Cox was brought back early in an attempt to get the runrate down. However his first over was launched for two big sixes over cow corner and it appeared that the chase may be on. But John soon found his nagging line and length again, and the ball became very difficult to get away.
 
Both batsmen passed their half centuries, but Potts eventually made the breakthrough with 6 overs remaining as Simon took a juggling catch on the boundary. Shinfield then fairly opted not to go for the win but to instead try and maximise their draw points. 
 
James was brought back on as John Cox finished his spell, and this time he found more rhythm in his bowling and quickly bowled two players to leave Shinfield suddenly 8 wickets down with one over left.
Potts bowled it and beat the bat on three occasions but with no luck, and Shinfield had held out for the draw.
 
So Farley are now four games undefeated and we have put a small gap between ourselves in 8th, and the chasing pack.
 
Next week, the 4th placed Ruislip Victoria visit Farley Hill.
 
 
Match Stats
 
R Ditchburn       81
A Jalil               16
S Longfield         23
R Hammond       1
T Clacey           0        12-3-32-4
P Jameson        21
T Courtney        28
D Scott             16*       5-0-26-0
J Harvey             11     6-0-41-2
Potts                 4    11-0-46-1
J Cox                1     11-2-43-1
 
Catch – Longfield 2






