Captains Match Report

Farley Hill vs Emmbrook & Bearwood - 26th June 2010
 
The crunch relegation battle started off as so many of our games have this season – with Skipper losing the toss.
Thankfully, we were invited to bat – something we would have opted to do anyway.
 
With Ali running slightly late, Duncan was promoted to open alongside Ross. The E&B opening attack were of a mind to dig it in but were getting very little out of a typical Farley track.
One particularly angry bowler decided that the pitch was to blame as a couple of rank full tosses were punched through the covers for four. Getting angrier, he then went back to the shorter bowling strategy but the opening pair were handling him with ridiculous ease (despite the normal fishing outside off stump).
The ball was flying off the bat quite nicely but unfortunately many shots were finding the fielders. However anything in the gaps was running away for four and the opening pair had eased their way through to 58 for 0 at the 15 over drinks break.
 
Upon resumption, Ross re-injured his calf – somehow making him an even slower runner between the wickets. James padded up to come on as a runner, but Ross tried to battle on alone as he was well aware that he “may” have carried this injury into the game. Opting for the stand and deliver approach, a couple of boundaries were clubbed down the ground but he was soon superbly taken at gully for 33 and Farley were 79 for 1.
 
Simon joined Duncan in the middle and we saw a brief consolidation before Duncan was caught behind for 40 – his highest ever league score. 89 for 2.
Trevor was elevated to Number 4 and immediately looked comfortable against the medium paced bowling. The score progressed to 114 for 2 at the 30 over drinks break but then, as is normal for Farley, the break brought a wicket as Simon was LBW for 13.
 
Dave Hoek, in his first league game for the club in almost five years, joined Trevor in the middle and settled things down with a solid forward defence. The sidelines had become a little concerned about the run-rate when Trevor started to unleash some savage blows to, and over, the boundary. He raced past 50 while Dave played the perfect role of rotating the strike from the other end. The partnership, and runrate grew and grew until Trevor looked to heave the ball over mid wicket, missed, and was bowled for 82. The pair had added 79 runs and Farley were well positioned at 193 for 4 with 4 overs remaining.
 
Given almost no time to bat himself in, Pete strode to the wicket and immediately adopted the attitude of coming down the wicket to the ball – hitting a couple of nice boundaries before being well caught for 10.
With the overs almost up, Ali and Dave correctly decided to run for almost everything. This worked well until Dave was caught well short of his crease with a direct hit – run out for 15.
 
There was a mad scramble in the pavilion to get pads on as wickets were now falling regularly in the pursuit of runs. With the last over well underway, James looked to launch his first ball into the trees and was bowled for 0 to leave Potts with the task of going to the wicket to face the final ball of the innings. A swing and a miss later and Farley had completed their 45 overs on 217 for 7.
 
Emmbrook started their innings facing up to a wayward Duncan and James, as close to 30 runs came from the first 3 overs.
However both soon found their line and rhythm and it was a matter of time before James snared their opening bat, “Mr Angry”, by inducing a poorly timed drive that was snaffled by Trevor at mid off.
Duncan had found his mark by now and ripped thru the defences of the Number 3, before then bowling a rank long hop to the other opener who could only top edge the ball to fine leg where James took a nice catch.
The Opposition Skipper then drilled a James delivery straight to mid off where Trevor took his patented one-handed catch to leave Emmbrook four wickets down and Farley well on top.
 
John Cox and Trevor took their turn at the bowling crease, and John proceeded to rip through the middle of the batting lineup with straight deliveries that were keeping lower than the opposition were expecting. Wickets started falling in a hurry, although the Emmbrook Number 5 was proving resilient at the other end.
 
In the blink of an eye, the 26th over had been reached and Emmbrook were 113 for 9 with John Cox adding yet another 5 wicket haul to his CV.
Potts had been brought on to wrap the game up and the champagne had been put on ice… and then it all went very horribly wrong.
The Number 5 who was still batting started to hit out with some lovely shots, while it appeared that the Number 11 was only batting there in order to give everyone else a go. He opted for aggression as well and hit some great boundaries. The less said about what happened the better – although it was agreed by most of the Farley Hill contingent who remained after the game that the pair just plain batted brilliantly.
All of the bowlers were brought back in an effort to get that final wicket but it was not to be.
Not only did Emmbrook win the game, but the final pair set a new Berkshire Division One League record for the final wicket.
 
Emmbrook were still unhappy about the pitch, but there can be no complaints when both sides can score over 200 runs. 
Farley Hill secured 9 points from the loss – and remain in 9th place on the table (above Checkendon).
 
As I have now blocked any further thought of the match from my head, there is no Dick of the Day “award” this week…
 
Match Stats
 
R Ditchburn       33
D Scott             40         11.1-0-46-2
S Longfield         13
T Clacey           82        6-0-36-0
D Hoek             15
P Jameson        10
A Jalil               4*         
J Harvey             0          9-0-48-2
Potts                0*         5-0-37-0
J Cox               DNB         11-0-39-5
V Cheung         DNB
 
Catches – Clacey 2, Harvey
